
1  

germanna.org
Honoring Our Historic Heritage

germanna.org

summer 2016 newsletter

Michael D. Frost, Ph.D., of 
Kansas City, gave the large 
monetary gi� to continue 
his support of the Founda-
tion’s growing archaeology 
research program, follow-
ing the Foundation’s 2013 
acquisition of the 62-acre 
site of Fort Germanna and 
the remains of colonial Lt. 

Gov. Alexander Spotswood’s Enchanted Castle 
built in the early 18th century. 
	 Dr. Frost has underwritten the Foundation’s 
sta� archaeologist position since 2014. A descen-
dant of Spotswood, Dr. Frost also serves on the 
Germanna Foundation’s Board of Trustees.
	 “We are extremely grateful to Dr. Michael 

	 �ousands of people pass the place every 
week, yet far too few know of its international sig-
ni�cance. Some remarkable moments in Amer-
ican history happened at the Germanna historic 
site, on State Route 3 in Orange County.
	 Some of those stories are told, brie�y, by exhib-
its in the Germanna Foundation’s Brawdus Mar-
tin Visitor Center where the Germanna Highway 
crosses the Rapidan River. More mysterious ones 
are still embedded in the ground preserved by the 
foundation at this horseshoe bend in the river, yet 
to be revealed by artifacts and archaeological anal-
ysis of them.
	 Now, chances are better that those artifacts and 
Germanna’s complex archaeological sites will re-
ceive more of the attention they deserve.
	 �ank Dr. Michael Frost for that.  �e Kan-
sas City, Mo., businessman is giving seed money 
to the foundation for an archaeological laboratory 
to be built near the visitor center, which adjoins 
Germanna Community College’s original Locust 
Grove campus.
	 �e nonpro�t foundation, created in 1956 to 
preserve the heritage of Colonial Virginia’s earli-
est German settlements, later gave land for the 
college. Clearly, our region has much for which to 
thank the foundation. Its 179 acres include some 
of the early western frontier land settled by Ger-
man families between 1714 and 1717 at the behest 
of Virginia’s royal governor, Alexander Spots-
wood—a charismatic, striving character on a par 
with the Alexander Hamilton of current Broad-
way fame.
	 With public relations �air, Spotswood named 
the town created here Germanna for the German 
settlers and his patron, Queen Anne of England. 
He named the river the Rapid Anne, also to hon-
or the British monarch. �e town became the seat 
of Spotsylvania County, named a�er the colony’s 
leader.
	 Spotswood also built a magni�cent residence 
of his own design. �e brick, stone and timber 
structure was so handsome and lavishly furnished 
that one visitor, wealthy James River planter Wil-
liam Byrd II, waggishly called it the “Enchanted 
Castle.”

Germanna Foundation 
gets $250,000 Boost

Frost for his thoughtful generosity, and we are 
delighted that he is committed to the German-
na Foundation’s long-term archaeology research 
program,” said Marc Wheat, president of the Ger-
manna Foundation. “�is gi� will be used for the 
construction of a modern archaeology lab facility 
to support research and learning opportunities for 
many years to come.”
	 �e Foundation expects the new laboratory 
building to be completed by the fall of 2016. In 
the meantime, the Germanna Community Col-
lege’s Locust Grove, Virginia, campus is donating 
laboratory space to the Germanna Foundation 
for use during the 2016 archaeology �eld season. 
�e Germanna Foundation donated 100 acres to 
the Commonwealth of Virginia in 1969 to launch 
Germanna Community College. T

We Couldn’t Have Said it Better Ourselves: 
May 20, 2016, Editorial in the 
Fredericksburg Free Lance-Star

A $250,000 donation to the Germanna Foundation will go toward a new 
archaeology research laboratory and artifact storage building near the 
Brawdus Martin Germanna Visitor Center in Locust Grove, Virginia. 

Continued on Page 7

Road Trip to Germanna and Beyond!  
Terry and Wilma Handley recently stopped by the Ger-
manna Foundation’s Brawdus Martin Visitor Center to do 
some family research in our genealogy library 34 days into 
their road trip from their home in Oklahoma, via Key West. 
After visiting us, Terry and Wilma participated in the Wash-
ington, DC, area “Rolling Thunder” ride on Memorial Day!  

Pictured are members of 
the Germanna Founda-

tion staff on the site of 
the new lab. (From left: 
Barbara Bounds, Office 

Manager; Steve Hein, 
COO; Eric Larsen, Ph.D., 

Staff Archaeologist)

By Amber Galaviz, 
Orange County Review 
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Thanks to you, the Germanna Foundation’s 
60th year is turning out to be one for the his-

tory books (and we know it when we see it—we 
are the ones who write history books!).
	 For the �rst time in a generation, an archaeol-
ogy team is being assembled by Dr. Eric Larsen 
to undertake the discovery of Fort Germanna. We 
are excited about the forthcoming exploration, 
and are very proud that our members are launch-
ing the careers of a new generation of archaeolo-
gists. 
	 At his presentation to the Atlantic Council, I 
recently met Britain’s ambassador to the U.S., Sir 
Kim Darroch, and invited him to attend one of 
the Foundation’s events during the reunion so 
that he can meet hundreds of descendants of “the 
westernmost settlement of the British Empire.”  
	 Dr. Stefan Buchwald, Director of the German 
Information Center at the German Embassy in 
Washington, has met with Foundation members 
on several occasions, including his attendance at a 
Germanna presentation at the German-American 

Heritage Museum in Washington.  
	 What strikes these gentlemen and other Euro-
peans we have met is that we even exist at all.  It is 
astonishing to them that Germanna is a rare ex-
ample of a continuing community, sort of a “dias-
pora network” connected to one another through 
a 300-year-old memory, but annually refreshing 
those ties through good fellowship and commit-
ments to help one another on new projects for the 
coming year.  
	 Our board of trustees has members who live 
in Germany and Austria, and our membership 
extends to those countries, all 50 states, Cana-
da, Australia, and even China!  �anks to our 
multi-generational commitment to trace our fam-
ilies’ migrations, your work in the Foundation is 
helping us extend our network to people living on 
the other side of the Paci�c Ocean. 
	 If you have been putting o� coming to our 
conferences and reunions, I encourage you to un-
dertake what Robert Nisbet might call the “quest 
for community”—there is something deeply sat-

president’s message
J. Marc Wheat

The big news this summer is the generous do-
nation from Michael D. Frost, Ph.D., for the 

construction of our own archaeology laboratory 
building, and the start of new excavations at the 
Fort Germanna and Enchanted Castle site, both 
of which you can read more about in this edition 
of our newsletter.  
	 At Salubria, we have planned the next step 
in our ongoing preservation and restoration ef-
forts—installing gutters and enhancing rainwater 
drainage around the house. We have been search-
ing for Lady Spotswood’s burial site, believed to be 
on the property, using ground penetrating radar, 
which we also used to gather data to delineate bet-
ter the extent of the family cemetery on the site. 
	 We also have joined forces with other histor-
ic preservation and conservation organizations to 
support the e�ort to create a new Brandy Station/
Cedar Mountain Virginia State Park in Culpeper 
County.  
	 And of course, it’s the 300th anniversary of 
the Knights of the Golden Horseshoe Expedition 
in this 60th anniversary year of the Foundation’s 
history, so we have some special plans for this 

chief’s report
Steven L. Hein

year’s annual reunion and conference 14-17 July 
(there’s still time to register and come!).  
	 While attending the Orange County Virginia 
Chamber of Commerce annual picnic, I was o�-
cially invited to sit on the County’s Tourism Advi-
sory Council, and at the end of May, I presented 
an update on Germanna Foundation activities to 
the Orange County Board of Supervisors.  �e Su-
pervisors are impressed with everything we have 
been able to accomplish over the past year, and are 
excited about the Foundation’s future. 
	 It is your support as a member, donor, friend, 
researcher, and champion of our mission that has 
made all this possible, and I thank each and ev-
ery one of you for your continued support. Please 
reach out to your extended family members and 
others who may be interested in Germanna, and 
encourage them to join the Foundation as mem-
bers, come to the reunion, and support our excit-
ing e�orts. T

isfying about walking the river-side trails and the 
sites of Fort Germanna and the Enchanted Castle. 
Come and see why Germanna is at the heart of 
rival theories of historiography (Atlantic History 
vs. �e Frontier �esis) and add your perspective.  
We’ll need to educate each other to make the case 
why Germanna deserves to be designated as a Na-
tional Historic Landmark.
	 Whether you are a �rst generation German-
na family (like Trustee Bruce Davis) or the ninth 
(like Trustee Dr. Michael Frost), bring your rela-
tives and invest in our ongoing Germanna com-
munity at the 59th Annual Germanna Confer-
ence and Reunion. T 
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The previous MISSing articles have focused on 
the immigrant wives, daughters and their de-

scendants and the information that we know, but 
more, what we don’t know. �is article is about 
slavery and our German ancestors. If we thought 
that the documents were limited for our female 
line, they’re even more so for their slaves.
	 Which of the immigrants owned slaves? We 
are collecting information about the slaves of our 
ancestors in the Clore, Cuntz, Harnsberger, Hitt, 
Holtzclaw, Kaifer, Spilman, Wayman, Yager and 
Zimmerman families. �ese families have record-
ed documents, i.e., wills, inventories, that name 
slaves, but there are probably many more and we 
need the documentation about them.
	 �e Rector family is not listed above. We have 
no record of the will of the immigrant Hans Jacob 
Rector, which might have told if he held slaves. 

	 However, we do have record of Molly Rector, 
the slave of Elias Rector, the great grandson of the 
1714 immigrants, Hans Jacob and Anna Elisa-
beth (Fischbach) Richter/Rector.  Elias Rector was 
born in 1785 in Fauquier Co., Virginia.1   
	 His family moved to Illinois where Elias mar-
ried Frances “Fanny” Bardella �urston in 1810.2  
�ey had several children, only one of which 
survived, Henry Massey Rector, who became the 
Sixth Governor of the State of Arkansas.
	 �e Rector family was very prominent in the 
defense of the States of Illinois and Missouri and 
in politics. Elias Rector served as Surveyor and 
Postmaster General of St. Louis.3  
	 �e �urston family 
was also of prominence, both 
families very powerful, so 
it comes as quite a surprise 
that in 1827, Molly Rector, 
the slave of Elias and Fanny 
Rector, sued Elias Rector for 
her freedom.4 
	 Molly Rector �led the 
petition for her freedom on 
14 Sep 1827 in the St. Louis, 
Missouri Circuit Court.5 In 
the �ling, Molly Rector vs. 
John Bivens, 

“Molly a free girl of colour 
humbly shows to your hon-
or, that she was born in the 
state of Kentucky and held 
and claimed as a slave in 
the family of John Thur-
ston, that upon the mar-
riage of Francis Thurston 
to Colonel Elias Rector she 
said Molly was transfered 
to said Rector, who some-
time in year eighteen hun-
dred and brought your peti-

tioner to Kaskaskia in the territory (now state) 
of Illinois where she resided four or five years 
with said Rector, who promised your petitioner 
her freedom and liberty if she would consent to 
live with said Rector and serve him faithfully 
as a slave for the space of four years.”  

	 Even though freedom was promised to Mol-
ly, she was loaned to Joseph Barton, the brother-
in-law of Elias Rector, for several months, then 
sold to Stephen Rector, the brother of Elias, shortly 
before Elias’ death and held as a slave for another 
two to three years then sold to John Bivens. She 
states,

“Your petitioner therefore humbly prays this 
honorable Court to be permitted to bring suit 
as a poor person for the recovery of her natural 
freedom and liberty and that this honorable 
Court would assign her Counsel and make 
such other and further orders in the as may be 
deemed consonant to law and Justice.”6

	 Molly Rector was allowed to bring suit for 
her freedom by Will C. Carr, Judge of the Cir-
cuit Court in St. Louis County. She was assigned 
Counsel and at the November Court in 1827, her 
case was heard. She accused John Bivens of the fol-
lowing: 

“with force and arms at the city of St Louis, 
unlawfully an assault did make on the body of 
said Molly, and then and there did beat bruise 

By Barbara Price

Molly Rector, Slave of Elias Rector

Cover Page of Molly Rector’s Petition for Freedom. 
Race and Slavery Petitions Project: http://library.uncg.
edu/slavery/petitions/details.aspx?pid=9628 (Accessed: 
June 2015)

Molly Rector’s statement to the court regarding her 
slavery. Race and Slavery Petitions Project, The University 
of North Carolina at Greensboro, http://library.uncg.edu/
slavery/: accessed June 2015.
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and illtreat her said Molly, and then and there 
imprisoned her said Molly, and kept and de-
tained her in prison without any reasonable 
or probable cause whatsoever against the will 
of said Molly, and has ever since kept and de-
tained her said Molly in prison and still keep 
and detain her in prison against her will….”7

	 It was ordered that Molly could be present 
at the Court proceedings, that she was not to be 
removed from the jurisdiction and that she was 
“not to be subject to any severity because of her said 
application for freedom.” When Mr. Bivens was 
served with the court papers, he claimed “utter 
ignorance of the matter.”8

	 So, Molly was given her day in court, but 
what happened? Did she gain her freedom? And 
why did she sue the estate of Elias Rector a�er his 
death and at a time when she was owned by John 
Bivens? I will continue looking for more informa-
tion about the fate of Molly Rector, such a brave 
woman, but still MISSing! T

Do you have a MISSing female in your line? 
If so, contact Barbara Price at Barbara.
Price@germanna.org.
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	 Germanna Trustee and Genealogist Cathi 
Clore Frost has been hard at work for almost 
three years tracing the �rst four generations of the 
descendants of Hans Michael Willheit and Anna 
Maria Hengsteler.  
	 Willheit descendants Don Willhoit and Al 
Welch commissioned Cathi to research and write 
this new Germanna Record, with an anticipated 
publication date before the July 2017 reunion and 
300th anniversary of the arrival of the Second Col-
ony.  
	 Al and Don are asking for your contributions 
to raise the nearly $22,000 needed to cover the 
costs of this research, the layout, design and print-
ing.  To date, just $6,500 has been raised, so please 
“join the crew” and let’s get this on course!    
	 Starting with previously published and mostly 
undocumented accounts, Cathi is attempting to 
verify and provide source documentation as well 
as add new information for this book. One of the 
big challenges researching the Willheit / Wilhoit / 
Wilhite family is the number of variant spellings – 
there are at least eighty!  

Join the Willheit Germanna Record Crew
	 Tracking down documentation for widely 
reported information with no source is another 
challenge. 
	 For example, the death date of Eva Wilhoit, 
who married Nicholas Holt, was given in numer-
ous secondary sources. Since her death occurred 
more than one hundred years before death cer-
ti�cates were required and her burial place is un-
known it was not to be found easily.  Eventually it 
turned up in a deposition made by her grandson 
regarding her husband’s estate made thirty years 
a�er her husband’s death, but only about six or 
seven a�er her own.
	 Sometimes information is within easy reach, 
such as the gravestone of Elizabeth (Booher) Wil-
hoit located only a ten minute drive from the route 
Cathi and her family take to visit her husband’s 
parents.
	 Some of the stories are tragic, such as the el-
derly wife of a descendant who fell asleep in front 
of the �re and was burned to death. In others we 
�nd detailed accounts of estate receipts showing 
purchases of morocco slippers and bonnets for the 
children. Many are slim in detail and leave many 
questions. �ey are all interesting. T

LEVEL AMOUNT INCLUDES
Stowaway $1 - $99 A grateful acknowledgement suitable for framing and tax purposes

Inside Cabin $100 - $499 Memorial or Tribute

First Class $500 - $999 Memorial or Tribute including line of descent from Johann Michael Will-
heit (names only) and copy of book

Mate $1000 - $1999 Quarter page Memorial or Tribute including line of descent from Johann 
Michael Willheit (names only) with photo and copy of book

Ensign $2000 - $2999 Same as above plus copy of book sent to library of your choice

Lieutenant $3000 - $4999 Half page Memorial or Tribute including line of descent from Johann 
Michael Willheit with photo and copy of book plus copy of book sent to 
library of your choice

Navigator $5000 - $9999 Full page Memorial or Tribute including line of descent from Johann Mi-
chael Willheit with photo and two copies of book plus copy of book sent 
to library of your choice

Captain $10,000 & up Full page Memorial or Tribute including line of descent from Johann Mi-
chael Willheit plus photo and copies of book for you and all children plus 
copy sent to library of your choice

Find your ancestors on the 
Germanna Genealogy Database:

GermannaFamily.org

Make a donation to join the Crew:








